
US II Honors Summer Assignment  
2025-2026 

 
Welcome to US II Honors! The following summer assignment is a continuation of US I Honors 
content which concluded with the Civil War and the post war rebuilding phase more commonly 
known as Reconstruction. Reconstruction is one of the most heavily studied and revised periods of 
American history  by scholars who consistently seek to ascertain the full extent of its impact and 
significance. There is no single academic who is more widely regarded with respect to this time period 
than Eric Foner, historian and professor of American history at Columbia University.  
 
Foner’s essay Reconstruction: A Reinterpretation will introduce you to the concepts of traditional, 
revisionist and post-revisionist histories. Revisionist history refers to the reinterpretation of historical 
events, oftentimes challenging and revising previously held, traditional narratives through the lens of 
modern times to offer new perspectives for understanding. Foner, as a revisionist historian, believes 
that Reconstruction is America’s “unfinished revolution”. You will evaluate his claims in your essay. 
 
 

1) Read AMSCO 5.8-5.11 p. 363-394 (Civil War & Reconstruction)  
 

2) Review the timeline of Reconstruction using the PBS site “Reconstruction: The Second 
Civil War”.  

 
​ 3) Read  and annotate Eric Foner’s essay Reconstruction: A Reinterpretation.  
 

4) Write an essay examining Foner’s thesis regarding traditional, revisionist and post-revisionist 
historical interpretations of the Reconstruction era. Cite Foner and incorporate outside 
sources when applicable. Maintain formal writing style throughout the essay. 

 
●​ 3-4 pages 
●​ MLA format 
●​ Double spaced 
●​ Size 12 Times New Roman font.  

 
Plagiarism from any source, including AI chatbots will not be tolerated and will result in a 0 
with no chance of a make-up. 
 
Essays must be printed and will be collected on the first day of class. 
 
See you in September! ☺ 
 
Mrs. Ferlauto ​  
jferlauto@rutherfordschools.org 

http://www.ericfoner.com/
https://www.browardschools.com/cms/lib/FL01803656/Centricity/Domain/19576/AMSCO%20AP%20US%20History%20Textbook.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/reconstruction-timeline/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/reconstruction-timeline/















