
World History Honors
Summer Assignment

World History Honors is a ninth-grade course that will survey historical and contemporary issues
of major European and world civilizations as well as economic, political, and cultural conditions.

In the honors program, assignments involve higher level thinking and students are expected to
actively participate in their learning. Independent and class activities will focus on critical
analysis, close reading, and historical writing. In addition, independent research, discussion and
debate will be used to further deepen historical thinking and reasoning skills.

The summer assignment is aligned with these expectations. This summer you are required to do
the following:

#1 Read and annotate the informational text Chapter 1 of A World Lit Only By Fire by William
Manchester. Please review the Annotating a Text guidelines to assist you.
#2 Complete the discussion questions.

Questions to Answer:
1. What event began Europe’s troubles? What groups, from what areas, were responsible?
2. How were the “Dark Ages” different from the Roman Civilization that preceded them?
3. How did men become members of the aristocracy? How were kings chosen before hereditary

monarchy?
4. Why did powerful absolute monarchs develop?
5. Why does Manchester say that time was a “dragon” at the end of section one? What does he mean

by this? Which dragons do you think were most important? Why?

This assignment is due on the first day of school . Annotations and discussion questions will be
collected.

At the start of the school year, you will engage in a class discussion based on your summer
reading, followed by a Writer's Workshop. This is where reading and writing expectations will be
discussed and rubrics reviewed. After the workshop, you will be completing a written assessment
(based on the summer reading) in class which will count as a quiz grade for Quarter 1.

I look forward to seeing you in September!
Miss Leary

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1SDhUg2dS-Cnd4vTScT-ynn5x42xevHj7cA-rGe9i-EY/edit































