
US History I Honors
Summer Assignment

US History I Honors this tenth-grade course will examine political, economic and social
developments in the United States from the discovery of the Americas through Reconstruction.

In the honors program, students are expected to perform at a high level and actively participate in
their learning. Independent and class activities will focus on critical analysis of primary and
secondary sources, close reading, and historical writing. In addition, independent research, and
class discussion will be used to further deepen historical thinking and reasoning skills.

The summer assignment is aligned with these expectations. This summer you are required to do
the following:

#1 Read and annotate the following informational text. Please review the Annotating a Text
guidelines to assist you.

#2 Complete the discussion questions. Be detailed in your responses and cite evidence from the
text. Please make sure you provide answers in your own words. (Put answers in a different color
font.)

1. What about the Arawak people led Columbus to believe they would make obedient
servants?
2. How does the culture of the Arawaks differ from that of European culture?
3. How were the Arawaks treated by Columbus and his men? Cite specific examples.
What evidence is there that an actual genocide took place?
4. How does Zinn explain his purpose in writing from the view of the Arawaks (the
victims) instead of the Europeans (the victors)?

This assignment is due on September 7. Your annotations and discussion questions will be
collected.

At the start of the school year, you will engage in a class discussion based on your summer
reading, followed by a Writer's Workshop. This is where reading and writing expectations will be
discussed and rubrics reviewed. After the workshop, you will be completing a written assessment
(based on the summer reading) in class which will count as a quiz grade for Quarter 1.

I look forward to seeing you in September!

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1SDhUg2dS-Cnd4vTScT-ynn5x42xevHj7cA-rGe9i-EY/edit

























