
Literary Terms and Devices            AP English     Mr. Narozny 
 
Define the following terms and provide an example for each term that is bolded. Make this list a part of your 
working knowledge as you read any literature or poetry. J 
 
Allegory 

 

 

Alliteration 

 

 

Allusion 

 

 

Anastrophe 

 

 

Apostrophe 

 

 

Approximate Rhyme/Slant Rhyme 

 

 

Assonance 

 

 

Ballad 

 

 

Blank Verse 

 

 

Catharsis 

 

 

Conceit 



Connotation 

 

 

Consonance 

 

 

Denotation 

 

 

Diction 

 

 

Dramatic Irony 

 

 

Elegy 

 

 

End-stopped rhyme 

 

 

Enjambment  

 

 

Epic 

 

 

Euphemism 

 

 

Feminine Rhyme 

 

 

Foot (poetic) 

 



Frame Story 

 

 

Free Verse 

 

 

Heroic Couplet 

 

 

Hyperbole 

 

 

Imagery 

 

 

Jargon 

 

 

Metaphor 

 

 

Metonymy 

 

 

Mood 

 

 

Ode 

 

 

Oxymoron 

 

 

Paradox 

 



Parody 

 

 

Personification 

 

 

Rhyme Royal 

 

 

Satire 

 

 

Simile 

 

 

Sonnet 

 

 

Synecdoche 

 

 

Syntax 

 

 

Terza Rima 

 

 

Tone 

 

 

Understatement 

 

 

Verbal Irony 

 


