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GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION AND SELECTION OF INSTRUCTIONAL 

MATERIALS 
 

The  board  of  education  believes  that  textbooks  should  support  and  enrich  the  curriculum 

and  make  possible  the  achievement  of  the  district's  instructional  goals.  The  chief  school 
administrator  shall  develop  procedures  for  continual  review  of  new  texts  being  offered  and 
evaluation  of  those  already  in  use  to  ensure  that  the  textbooks  used  in  this  district  are  up  to 
date  in  the  factual  matter  they  present  and  further  the  district's  instructional  goals. 
Textbooks  and  instructional  materials  should  be  judged  by  additional  standards  which  shall 
include,  but  not  be  limited  to: 
 

A.  Does  the  material  reflect  the  district's  affirmative  action/equity  policy,  which  prohibits  the 
teaching  or  encouragement  of  bias  based  on  any  categories  listed  in  law  or  board  policy? 
 

B.  Does  it  help  pupils  develop  abilities  in  critical  reading  and  thinking? 
 

C.  Does  it  provide  effective  basic  or  advanced  education  for  the  pupils  for  whom  it  is 

intended? 
 

The  review  process  shall: 
 

A.  Be  conducted  by  teaching  staff  members,  particularly  those  teachers  who  will  be 

using  the  materials  as  an  integral  part  of  the  instructional  program; 
 

B.  Include  a  written  review  of  the  material  which  shall  reflect  the  consensus  of  the 

teaching  staff; 
 

C.  Provide  an  opportunity  for  public  inspection  of  the  recommended  text. 
 

The  chief  school  administrator  shall  develop  administrative  rules  outlining  a  procedure 
for  the  selection  of  instructional  materials  that  meets  the  above  criteria.  Instructional 
materials  used  within  the  district  should  be  sufficient  in  quantity  and  scope  to  meet  the 
needs  of  every  pupil  in  the  district. 
 

The  board,  by  law,  makes  the  final  textbook  selection  decision.  However,  prior  to  final 

adoption,  the  recommendations  resulting  from  each  review  will  be  given  thorough 
consideration. 
 

Any  citizen  who  objects  to  the  final  selections  made  by  the  board  should  follow  the 

procedures  outlined  in  regulation  6161.2  Complaints  Regarding  Instructional  Materials.
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Adopted:  February  9,  2004 

Revised:  November  9,  2009 

Renewed: July 18, 2016 
 
 

Legal  References: N.J.S.A.  18A:4-25 Prescribing  minimum  courses  of  study  for  public 
schools;  approval  of  courses  of  study 

N.J.S.A.  18A:33-1 District  to  furnish  suitable  facilities;  adoption  of 
courses  of  study 

N.J.S.A.  18A:34-1 Textbooks;  selection;  furnished  free  with  supplies; 
appropriations 

N.J.S.A.  18A:35-1  et seq.  Curriculum  and  Courses 
 
 

New  Jersey  State  Board  of  Education  Resolution,  September  5,  1984,  encourages 
local  boards  to  scrutinize  their  textbook  selection  process  to  ensure  that  instructional 
materials  are  not  racially  or  sexually  biased. 
 

Manual for the Evaluation of Local School Districts  (August  2000) 
 
Multi-year  Equity  Plan  for  1996-97  through  1998-99,  SDOE  Bureau  of  Equal 
Educational  Opportunity,  Doc.  #MISM260040699 


